THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The Passion of John the Baptist

Today while the virtue of John and the feroc-
ity of Herod are related to us, our innards were
shaken, our hearts trembled, our sight grew dim,
our mind became dull, our hearing deserted us.
For is there anything within human sensation
that remains undisturbed when a large amount
of vice destroys a large amount of virtue?

Herod, it says, apprehended John, and had
him bound, and put in prison (Mt 14:3). John
was the school of the virtues, the instructor of
life, the model of sanctity, the pattern of moral-
ity, the mirror of virginity, the epitome of purity,
the example of chastity, the way of penitence,
the pardon of sins, the discipline of faith. John
was greater than a human being, equal to the
angels, the apex of the Law, the seed of the Gos-
pel, the harbinger of the Apostles, the silence of
the prophets, the lamp of the world, the her-
ald of the Judge, the forerunner of Christ, the

preparer for the Lord, the witness of God, the
mediator of the whole Trinity.

But Herod is the very one who desecrated
the Temple, ruined the priesthood, disturbed its
proper order, profaned the kingdom, corrupted
anything that had to do with religion, the Law,
life and morals, faith, and discipline. Herod
was ever an assassin toward his fellow citizens, a
brigand toward people of any distinction, a rav-
ager toward his allies, a robber toward those of
his own household, a killer of the common folk,
a murderer of his children, a slayer of foreign-
ers, a murderer towards his own, drenching the
land with gore in his bloodthirstiness. And, so
it is that he gulped down the hallowed blood of
John from his enormous cup of cruelty.

St. Peter Chrysologus
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Icon of the Beheading of Saint John the Baptist — August 29th
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Sunday — August 27, 2023
Glory to Jesus Christ — Glory to Him Forever + Cnasa Icycy Xpucty — CnaBa Ha Biku

All Services will be Live Streamed at 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM
Platform: https://www.facebook.com/holyfamilyshrine/

Sunday August 27
9:00 a.m. (For the Parish)
11:30 a.m. (+Anna Saturska from the Futey Family)
Tuesday August 29
9:00 a.m. (+Vasyl Nichveda from Family)
Wednesday August 30
9:00 a.m. (+John Fedack from Ruth)
Thursday August 31
9:00 a.m. (+Damian and +Irene Fedoryka from Family)
Friday September 1
9:00 a.m. (+Stephen Rapawy from Stephen Stecura)
Sunday September 3
9:00 a.m. (For the Parish)
11:30 a.m. (+Lydia Jarosewich from the Paclawsky Family)

FALL CATECHISM FOR CHILDREN AGES 3-6 BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10

All children ages 3-6 are welcome to join Holy Family’s Catechism classes this fall with
Co-Catechists Lindsey Fedyk and Julia Dezelski. Classes will be held between the two liturgies
from 10:15-11:15. Please email Lindsey (lindseyfedyk@gmail.com) with any questions and to
register your family. Classes will be held on: 9/10, 9/24, 10/8, 10/22, 11/5, 11/19, 12/3, 12/17

Prayer List
Our prayer list of the sick or elderly and friends of our parish: Theresa Aranda, Liana Arnold,

Valarie Balthis, Charles Belanger, Barbara Blendy, Bluey Family, Yevhenia Borys, Terry Boyle,
Taisia Bullard, Robert Matthew C., Mary Connors, Veronica Cosio, Darlene Dossick, Solomia
Dutkewych and Theresa, Ruth Fedack, Bernard F, Lindsey Fedyk, Lilian Garland, Alice Gogniat,
Thomas Gutmann, H.H., Josie Hacker, Catherine Hetmansky, Vanessa Hetmansky, Bernadell Rita
Higgins, Daniel Horeczko, Nila Iwaskiw, Kateryna Jurach, Frank Karasinski, Sarah Kelt, Dorothy
Kozmoski, Suzanne Krumpelman, Mr. Marko, Michael Joseph Little, Paul Marynowych, Fr.
Roman Mirchuk, Michele Pretka Litvar, Yaroslava L., Mufada and Family, Sallie Miller, John
Moeller, Thomas Nagurney, Deborah Pickering, Alexandra Pohorecka, Patricia Pylypec, Ron#119,
Michael Joseph Radigan, Roman Rusynko, Lisa Schaible, Christopher Sell, Michael Sharr,
Shliakhta Bogdana, Shliakhta Mark, Shliakhta, Andrew, Larry Sosnowich, Lindsey Sydnor,
Thomas Sydnor, Stefania Szahaj, Helen Lefcheck Torre, Lisa Pretka Turner, Gloria and Luis Vega,
Anne Woroniak, Rose Wilson, Jennifer Wilson, Paul Yarrish. If you know of someone who should
be on this list, please email or call with the name of the individual. Our intercessory prayer for the sick
and the aged is truly helpful and comforting. In your Christian Charity, kindly remember our sick
parishioners in your prayers and perhaps a card or note.

God With Us Catechism
Ecclesiastical New Year — September 1

The Indiction begins on September 1 and is observed with special ceremony in the
Church. Since the completion of each year takes place, as it were, with the harvest and gathering
of the crops into storehouses, and we begin anew from henceforth the sowing of seed in the earth
for the production of future crops, September is considered the beginning of the New Year. The
Church also keeps festival this day, beseeching God for fair weather, seasonable rains, and an
abundance of the fruits of the earth. The Holy Scriptures (Lev. 23:24-5 and Num. 29:1-2) also
testify that the people of Israel celebrated the feast of the Blowing of the Trumpets on this day,
offering hymns of thanksgiving. In addition to all the aforesaid, on this feast we also
commemorate our Savior’s entry into the synagogue in Nazareth, where He was given the book
of the Prophet Isaiah to read, and He opened it and found the place where it is written, "The Spirit
of the Lord is upon Me, for which cause He hath anointed Me..." (Luke 4:16-30). It should be
noted that to the present day, the Church has always celebrated the beginning of the New Year
on September 1. This was the custom in Constantinople until its fall in 1453. September 1 is still
festively celebrated as the New Year at the Patriarchate of Constantinople; among the Jews also
the New Year, although reckoned according to a moveable calendar, usually falls in September.

Fashioner of all creation,* you fixed times and seasons by Your own authority;* bless the
crown of the year, O Lord, with your goodness,* preserving our nation and Your city in
peace;* and save us through the prayers of the Mother of God.
You dwell on high, O Christ the King,* Creator and Builder of all that is seen and unseen.*
You made seasons and time and the day and night.* Now bless the crown of the present year.*
Guard and protect our country, this city and your people,* O Lord, so rich in mercy.
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