Many Calls for the Chosen

The first call that shaped St. Andrew’s life was
the very timing and place of his birth. The sec-
ond call that shaped Andrew’s life came through
John the Baptist. Andrew must have been an alert
young man longing for the coming of the Mes-
siah when he first heard the preaching of John.
Andrew’s third call came from Jesus himself. The
fourth call that shaped Andrew’s life was to follow
Jesus, to be his disciple, a student in daily contact
with Jesus, walking and talking with him, listening
and learning from the Master, as from a Rabbi. The
fifth call that changed Andrew’s life was his selec-
tion by Jesus as one of the twelve apostles, to give
witness, to preach, to bring others to Christ. An-
drew, the student, was chosen to become a teacher
sent by Christ. His sixth call came through pious
Greeks at the Passover in Jerusalem. They wanted
to see Jesus, to be introduced to him. The boy from
Bethsaida began using his language skills, his un-

derstanding of Greek and Roman culture, to bring
Gentiles to Jesus. St. Gregory Nazianzen, St. Je-
rome, and St. Paulinus tell us that after Pentecost
Andrew became an apostle to people in the land
of Greece, the bordering lands, and as tradition
tells us, ultimately to Byzantium. The final call in
Andrew’s life was to martyrdom by crucifixion on
an X shaped cross at Patras in Achaia.

Saint Andrew’s vocation, and ours as well, wasn’t
given all at once, but gradually. Seven calls from
the Lord built one upon the other throughout the
course of his life. Andrew’s response to each call
gave new shape to his life and prepared him for
the next gift of God. This courageous young man,
by purity of heart and docile obedience to God’s
will became in St. Bede’s words, “The Introducer
to Christ.” He introduced his brother to Jesus,
and the Greeks and Scythians.
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Sunday — November 26, 2023
Glory to Jesus Christ — Glory to Him Forever + Cnasa Icycy Xpucty — CiaBa Ha Biku
Confessions are available before the Divine Liturgies

All Services will be Live Streamed at 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM
Platform: https://www.facebook.com/holyfamilyshrine/

Sunday November 26
9:00 a.m. (For the Parish)
11:30 a.m. (Blessings for the Armed Forces of Ukraine from the Chalupa Fam.)
Wednesday November 29
9:00 a.m. (+Andrew Cusak from Ellen)
Thursday November 30
9:00 a.m. (Blessings for David Wallace from Elizabeth)
Friday December 1
9:00 a.m. +Blessings for Paul from Ruth)
Sunday December 3
9:00 a.m. (For the Parish)
11:30 a.m. (+Jaroslaw and +Daria Melech from Friend)
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2023

Thank you to everyone who helped prepare our foods, set-up our hall, and served on the food
lines. Your help and dedication made this our first post Covid Christmas Bazar an enjoyable 2 days for
all. We received many comments via social media of how people enjoyed our parish and its welcoming
spirit and hospitality.

FIRST CONFESSION CLASSES TO BEGIN SUNDAY JANUARY 14

We will soon start our parish catechism classes for those children intending to make
First Confession in 2024. Classes will be held on Sunday between the English and Ukrainian liturgies
(approx. 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM), beginning on January 14. First Confession will be celebrated on
Lazarus Saturday (March 23, 2024). No class will be held on February 18. All children must be attending
Divine Liturgy. If you have children of First Confession age in your family, we ask you to please contact
Olya Kroytor Mulvey by email at olya.kroytor@gmail.com
ST. PHILIP’S FAST — PYLYPIVKA 2023

In preparation for Christmas and the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, our church begins the
spiritual journey of the pre-Christmas Fast. Please prepare to worthily celebrate the Birth of the Savior
of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ. This is a voluntary fast period. Please observe it as you are able to
best prepare yourself for Christmas — Good Deeds, Volunteering, Confession, Fasting,.

ST. PHILIP’S FAST CHARITY PROJECT 2023

Please bring new unwrapped baby items to donate to the Front Royal Pregnancy Center. We invite
everyone to purchase and donate NEW, UNOPENED BABY ITEMS. The pregnancy center will accept
anything that could be used by babies and mothers, Diapers (Sizes: Newborn, 3, 4, and 5), Changing
Wipes, Baby Formula (8 or 12 oz. cans), Similac Sensitive Powder Formula, Similac Pro-Advance
Powdered Formula, Similac Total Comfort Powdered Formula, Enfamil Gentlease Infant Formula
Powder, Baby Shampoo, Boy’s Summer & Winter Clothing (New or Gently Used) (Sizes: Newborn to
3T), Girl’s Summer & Winter Clothing (New or Gently Used) (Sizes: 6 months to 3T), Boy’s Winter
Jackets (Sizes: 3 months to 3T), Infant Car Seats, Parenting Books (New or Gently Used) “What to Expect
When You’re Expecting” “Mayo Clinic Guide to a Healthy Pregnancy” PLEASE PLACE YOUR
DONATIONS IN THE CHURCH VESTIBULE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 7, 2024.
Prayer List

Our prayer list of the sick or elderly and friends of our parish: Theresa Aranda, Liana Arnold,
Valarie Balthis, Charles Belanger, Barbara Blendy, Bluey Family, Yevhenia Borys, Terry Boyle,
Taisia Bullard, Olena Chalupa, Mary Connors, Veronica Cosio, Darlene Dossick, Solomia
Dutkewych and Theresa, Ruth Fedack, Bernard F, Lindsey Fedyk, Lilian Garland, Alice Gogniat,
Thomas Gutmann, H.H., Josie Hacker, Catherine Hetmansky, Vanessa Hetmansky, Bernadell Rita
Higgins, Daniel Horeczko, Nila Iwaskiw, Frank Karasinski, Sarah Kelt, Dorothy Kozmoski,
Suzanne Krumpelman, Mr. Marko, Michael Joseph Little, Paul Marynowych, Fr. Roman Mirchuk,
Michele Pretka Litvar, Yaroslava L., Mufada and Family, Sallie Miller, John Moeller, Thomas
Nagurney, Deborah Pickering, Alexandra Pohorecka, Patricia Pylypec, Ron#119, Michael Joseph
Radigan, Roman Rusynko, Lisa Schaible, Christopher Sell, Michael Sharr, Shliakhta Bogdana,
Shliakhta Mark, Shliakhta, Andrew, Larry Sosnowich, Lindsey Sydnor, Thomas Sydnor, Stefania
Szahaj, Helen Lefcheck Torre, Lisa Pretka Turner, Gloria and Luis Vega, Anne Woroniak, Rose
Wilson, Jennifer Wilson, Paul Yarrish. If you know of someone who should be on this list, please
email or call with the name of the individual. Our intercessory prayer for the sick and the aged is truly
helpful and comforting. In your Christian Charity, kindly remember our sick parishioners in your prayers
and perhaps a card or note.

From the: SAINT PHILIP’S FAST PASTORAL LETTER OF OUR BISHOPS IN THE USA

We are commencing the Fast of St. Philip, embarking on a journey that culminates in the
contemplation of an indescribable mystery — God's condescension to humanity. It is at the Nativity of
Our Lord that God draws near to us, for "In the union of the divine and human, ‘the incorporeal one
takes on flesh, the Word becomes approachable, the invisible one is seen, the impalpable one is touched,
the one beyond time enters time, the Son of God becomes the Son of Man.’" (Christ Our Pascha, §179).
In this divine event, God not only reveals His name but also makes Himself visible, inviting us to
recognize Him.

The time is opportune for us to begin. Our first task is the transformation of our hearts. When
we delve into the lives of the saints, we often marvel at how they found spiritual equilibrium amidst
sorrow, mastering themselves and receiving the strength of Christ, "who by faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, and obtained promises. They closed the mouths of lions, quenched raging fires,
and escaped the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned into strength..." (Heb. 11:33-34)

The radiant light of God will illuminate our countenances, and our virtuous deeds will shine as
the star of Bethlehem, guiding us to the manger where the Savior of the world lies.
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